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Is nano sustainable?

If we are to achieve sustainability and meet the great challenges of our time, such as
climate change or the increasing scarcity of resources, we have to have the will as
well as the right instruments. These latter undoubtedly include technical innovations.
And today the nanotechnologies are delivering these many times over. Thanks to
synthetic nanoparticles, harmful substances can now be replaced with harmless
ones; resource and energy-intensive processes are becoming more efficient.

It is important, however, to recognize at an early stage the possible risks that could
ensue from nanotechnologies, and to carefully evaluate these risks and discuss them
openly. Switzerland is making every endeavour to ensure that nanotechnologies are
used safely, thereby helping this discipline to find long-term success.
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